
  

 

 
 
May 7, 2020 
 
 
VIA EMAIL to Mr. Sherman 
VIA FEDEX to Mr. Lynch 
 
 
Mr. Gabriel Sherman 
Special Correspondent 
Vanity Fair 
 
Mr. Roger Lynch 
CEO 
Conde Nast 
1 World Trade Center 
New York, NY 10007 
 
 
Subject:  Notice to Retract Defamatory Statements Regarding One America News 
Network (“OAN”) 

 
Mr. Sherman and Mr. Lynch: 

Herring Networks, Inc., owner and operator of One America News Network 
(“OAN”) demands a retraction of your false, malicious, and defamatory statements 
written by you and published by Vanity Fair on May 4, 2020 concerning OAN.  This 
letter serves as a demand that you and Vanity Fair, by and through yourself and/or 
otherwise, publicly correct your defamatory statements in accordance with California 
Civil Code § 48a. 

You falsely claimed—without a shred of reliable evidence—that “…an investor 
group aligned with his [The President of the United States, no less!] son Don Jr. and the 
Dallas-based Hicks family has acquired a major stake in One America News Network”.  
You further make the false and misleading claim, “It’s unclear whether Don Jr. invested 
Trump family funds in the deal or was given equity.”   

The facts are undisputable and in direct conflict with your false and defamatory 
statements. Herring Networks, Inc. has not sold ANY stake in One America News 
Network or its Company to anyone or any entity, period.  Herring Networks, Inc. is a 
family owned and operated business. The only owners are members of the Herring  

 

 



  

 

 

family. Further, the Herrings have no agreements in place, written or oral, to sell any 
stake of its business or interest in OAN to any party.  

Your reporting is littered with anti-Trump sentiment, a clear indication of your 
motivations to print clear, malicious, and defamatory statements against OAN, an 
independently owned and operated news channel that provides fair coverage of the 
President of the United States.  Further, your statement is inconsistent with basic 
common sense.  Generally companies, upon selling a major stake of their business issue 
an announcement.  Herring Networks, Inc., the owner of the cable brand One America 
News Network, has not issued any such statements simply because there has been no 
acquired major stake in One America News Network.   

 
Your statement, “It’s unclear whether Don Jr. invested Trump family funds in the 

deal or was given equity.” is factually incorrect, malicious, and a clear defamatory 
statement.  Your statement makes it clear that Donald Trump, Jr. has an equity stake in 
One America News - whether it was given to him or was in investment of family funds.  
The statement is factually incorrect, as stated above, Herring Networks, Inc, and its brand 
OAN are solely owned by the Herring family.  Your motives seem clear, to strip OAN of 
any legitimate independence in its reporting by propagating fake and defamatory 
statements. 

It is Herring Networks, Inc. independence that has allowed it to report without 
falling in line with the mainstream media narrative and talking points.  Your malicious 
and false reporting are beyond the pale and unbecoming of a journalist at any respectable 
media organization.  

The falsehoods you disseminated are even more problematic due to the fact that Vanity 
Fair is a major media brand.  Vanity Fair’s website lists you as a “special correspondent” 
for the publication, a title you use.  Your article in Vanity Fair is being used as source 
material by other media outlets, a fact you expected or should have expected.   For 
example, Media Matters for America published an article on May 5, 2020, see 
https://www.mediamatters.org/coronavirus-covid-19/trump-allies-buy-major-stake-
conspiracy-theory-peddling-oan-president-seeks , titled “Trump allies buy major stake in 
conspiracy theory-peddling OAN as president seeks propaganda “alternative” to Fox”. 
The lead paragraph states, “Vanity Fair’s Gabriel Sherman reported on May 4 that “an 
investor group aligned with” Donald Trump Jr. and the family of Republican National 
Committee co-chair Tommy Hicks has purchased “a major stake” in the pro-Trump 
propaganda outlet One America News Network.” Further propagation of your malicious 
and defamatory statements is causing damage and harm to our brand. 
 

Your assertion that OAN has sold a major stake of its business is utterly false and 
defamatory.  We will not stand by and allow your lies to be disseminated.   

 

https://www.mediamatters.org/coronavirus-covid-19/trump-allies-buy-major-stake-conspiracy-theory-peddling-oan-president-seeks
https://www.mediamatters.org/coronavirus-covid-19/trump-allies-buy-major-stake-conspiracy-theory-peddling-oan-president-seeks
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2020/05/trump-is-really-aiming-to-take-down-fox
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2020/05/trump-is-really-aiming-to-take-down-fox


  

 

 

We hereby demand that you: 

1. Immediately cease and desist in publishing of defamatory statements 
about Herring Networks, Inc, its owners and brands, including One 
America News Network,  whether the statements are made by you or by 
third parties. 

2. Immediately issue a public retraction of the defamatory statements, 
making clear that OAN has not sold any stake in its operations to anyone 
and that Herring Networks, Inc. has made no decisions about any 
investment partners of any kind and has no agreements in place to sell any 
interest in its operations to anyone or any entity. 
 

3. Save and preserve any and all materials related to your reporting for 
possible further legal action by Herring Networks, Inc. 

4. Immediately apologize for your false statements.   

This letter puts you on notice that should you refuse to comply with our demands 
in an immediate and timely fashion to avoid any further damage to Herring Networks, 
Inc. and OAN, we will pursue all legal avenues to protect our interests, including 
damages and attorneys’ fees and costs incurred as a result of your actions. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Herring 
Charles P. Herring 
President 
Herring Networks, Inc. 
4757 Morena Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92117 
 

Cc:  Louis R. Miller, Miller Barondess LLP 
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